School Newsletter
Friday 6th March 2026

‘You must love one another as | have loved you.’ John 13 v 34.

Working together with love we will provide a happy and nurturing environment where all will,
‘learn to love and love to learn’, making outstanding progress through an enriched and  creative curriculum.
Through our strong Christian ethos we will celebrate and  embrace the richness of our community.

Learn to Love - Love to Learn

4 schoolcloud

Parents Evening

Parental Consultations will be taking place on
Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th March.

4.00pm-7.00pm.

3S Consultations will take place on
Wednesday 25th March and Thursday 26th March.

*Note 2G consultations took place on Monday 23rd
and Tuesday 24th February.

THE BOOKING SYSTEM NOW OPEN PLEASE CHECK
YOUR EMAILS FOR THE INVITATION

Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right to relax, play and take part

RIGHTS . . . L. .
@ 2. 0119 in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.
SCHOOLS

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents

= and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as
UNITED KINGDOM

s nes e | FESPECt for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.




BRING YOUR

Our school has invested
thousands of pounds into

E providing quality reading
books for the children.

- To help us keep these books
in great condition:

Please ensure your . Please do NOT

child attends school '~ place water bottles

with a book bag. inside book bags.
Water bottles are causing books to become water damaged

beyond repair, and we want every child to enjoy these
wonderful reading resources.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Together we can protect our books and foster a love of reading!



SOHAN KAILEY IS
COMING BACK TO

ST GILES’ C.E.
PRIMARY

ALL DAY
VAISAKHI
% DISCO

THURSDAY
26TH MARCH
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
TO COME DRESSED

TO PARTY!

TRAINERS
ESSENTIAL!




Things to ¢ 10

Free family fun |s'*avénab|e
at Family Hubs.

Insert call to action
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Supporting families to live happier lives

Best Start in Life Family Hubs offer a welcoming space where all  families can
access advice and support from a range of services for all families in Walsall.

The Hubs support families from pregnancy to childcare right through to starting
school, get advice and support for your child’s development.

We offer lots of FREE activities such as; stay & plays, antenatal, feeding, birth
registration, baby massage, baby sensory, developmental checks, volunteering
midwife appointments, baby clinics, dads groups, parenting and so much
more........

More information about the Hubs, and what they offer, can be found on the
Family Hubs website: https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/

Email: Familyhubs@walsall.gov.uk and follow us on Facebook Walsall-
Familiesintheknow



https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/find-activity#main
https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/find-activity#main
https://www.walsallfamilyhubs.co.uk/
mailto:Familyhubs@walsall.gov.uk
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Dear Parents,

Homework helps children to develop the skills and
attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learn-
ing. Homework also supports the development of
Independent learning skills and provides parents
and carers with an opportunity to take part in their
children’s education. Research over several years
has shown that homework can make an important

contribution to the progress which pupils make in
school. Government research has shown that there
are enormous advantages in children spending peri-
ods of time (initially quite short) on different learning
activities devised to support the work they are doing
In school.

Most Home Learning is set through IXL. Please do
click the link below to access a parental webinar for
advice and tips.



https://zoom.us/clips/share/W_LRuOcnSFq6Yc5SKL6klQ
https://zoom.us/clips/share/W_LRuOcnSFq6Yc5SKL6klQ
https://www.st-giles.walsall.sch.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=98

City Learning Centras

Online Safety Newsletter

YouTube Safety
Update: New Parental
Controls

YouTube have published their latest
update on how parents can support
their child on YouTube. YouTube will
now allow parents to set the amount
of time viewing Shaorts = this can even
be set to zero. YouTube Shorts are
short videos, wswally less than 60
setonds long, which when
continuously watched, can lead to

: sereentime. Furthérmaore,
parents will alzo be able to
set bedtime and "take a
break’ reminders. You can find out
moare here:

https://blog youtube fnews-and-
dates-youktube-supervised-

accounts-teens)

If you would like to find out more
about supervised accounts an
YouTube, then this article explains the
different settings available:
https://support goople.com/youtube,
answer/10315420hl|=en-

GB&ref topic=152790608sjid=15225

282118002181 205-EL

Would you like to read
this newsletter in a
different language? You
can use the translate
toal on our web version:
https:/Swww. knowsleye
les.org.uk/march-2026/

Mobile phones: do you know
the risks?

We know that children having access to a smartphone can expase children
to risks including:

L] Viewing inappropriate content

- Excessive screen timefuse, which in turn can affect their mental
health and sleep pattern.

" Contact from inappropriate people/grooming

L] Cyberbullying

- Spending money on in-app purchases/scams

What effects do mobile phones have on children's mental health?

Compass distuss the research around this important topic, outlining the

positive and negative effects that mobile phones have:

https-/ feompass-uk orgfservices/compass-changing-livesfonline-

resourceswhat-effects-do-mobile-phones-have-on-children-and-young-
mental- |

EE Online Safety Hub

EE has published age guidance for smartphone usage to improve children's
digital wellbeing. In summary, they recommend that children under 11
should use nen-smart devices, for children aged 11-13, they advise that if a
smartphone is used, then parental controls should be enabled and access to
social media restricted. Finally, for 13-16-year-olds they still recommend
that parental controls are implemented and appropriate restrictions set up.
¥ou can read the full guidance here:

Could you delay when your child is given a smartphone with
Smartphone Free Childhood?

The premise behind this movement is that all parents/carers of a class all
agree not to give their children smartphones [therefore the level of peer
pressure is reduced) for a set time or until a specific age:

https-/ fwww. smartphonefreechildhood.argf

What device?

When you think it is the right time for your child to have a phone, then
“Which? provide an overview of some options available:

https:/ 'www.which.co.uk/reviews/maobile- ghm-&s,{a rticle/buying-a-

first-mabile-phone-best-dum b-phones-and-smarnphones-for-kids-

2A0ICIYBaTrr




Virtual Private Networks

A Virtual Private Network [VPN) helps make your connection between a
device and the internet more secure and can help protect personal
information and add privacy. Howewer, whilst a VPN has benefits, it is
important that you are aware that if your child is using a VPN, they may be
able to get round Wi-Fi restrictions, access blocked or restricted websites
and bypass parental controls. It may also mean that their browsing history
is hidden.

The NSPCC provides a helpful overview of VIPNs, plus top tips and
conversation starters here:

anline-safety/

Social Media Algorithms

What is an Algorithm?

Algorithms influence what we

see on social media platforms

and predict what type of

content we are most likely to

interact with, thereby keeping

us online for longer. The

algorithm uses information

such as who you follow, what

you have searched for and

what you have watched, liked or shared to determing what it thinks mast
interests you. It will then show you this content mare, for example, in the
explore tab on Instagram.

What do | need to know?

Whilst there are benefits to algorithms, for example it means we tend to
see content that does interest us, unfortunately there are negatives as
well. They can lead to increased screentime as we continue to see things
that interest us. Secondly, it can lead to users being shown large amounts
of inappropriate content which can for example, exacerbate negative body
image or heighten atcess to misogyny content. It can also lead to "echo
chambers’ where you are only seeing content that relates to your opinion
rather than seeing a balanced viewpaint.

Further information
+  https://cvbersmarties com/behind-the-screen-how-algorithms-
The BBC discuss algorithms in this article abouwt doomscrolling:
hittps:/ fwww . bbc.co.uk)/ bitesize/articles/ namk3gt
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Five Nights at Freddy's

Fiwve Mights at Freddy's is a horror game
designed to frighten players with jump
scares or creepy characters. It can be
accessed from several places, for
example on an Xbow (PEGI rating of 12
and on the App store (age rating of
13+). There i merchandise available,
which may suggest that it is child
friendly. We would recommend that
you preview the pame first to ascertain
ts suitability for yvour child. You can
view Bark s review here:

New government
campaign: Is your child
influenced by toxic
content?

The Government have launched a new
campaign providing guidance to parents
on safety settings, conversation
prompts and advice for tackling
misinformation and harmful content. It
also includes a quiz to help you and
your child spot misleading or unreliable
infarmation anline. You can find out
more here:

s - hwww gov.uk/povernment/ news

aur-child-influenced-by
content-new-government-campaign-
supports-parents-to-talk-about-
harmful-goline-content




Internet safety risks for school-age children

There are 4 main kinds of internet safety risks for children.

Content Risks

llegal, inappropriate, harmiul, e.g. Fake news, deep fake Images, racism,
misogyny, seif-harm, extremism, pornography.

Contact Risks

Bullying, grooming, sexual harassment, exploitation, influencing, ‘end-to-end

encryption.

Conduct Risks

Acting in ways that might hurt others or being victims of this behaviour—privacy, digital footprint,
health and wellbeing, nudes and semi-nudes, copyright and live streaming.

Contract Risks

Contracts, membership agreements, or terms and conditions that they aren't aware of or don't
understand. Online gambling, advertising, phishing scams, financial scams and micro-transactions.
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School Trips

At St Giles’ CE Primary we believe the benefits that school
trips bring to your child’s unique learning journey make
them an essential part of any all-round education.

We strongly believe excursions can enhance the learning
experience at every stage of education.

Let’s take a look at how school trips help your child go fur-
ther in school.

1. THEY TAKE YOUR CHILD OUT OF THEIR COMFORT
ZONE

2. THEY CONTRIBUTE TO A WIDER WORLD PERSPECTIVE

3. THEY ARE A GREAT WAY TO LEARN AND REMEMBER
INFORMATION

4. THEY MAKE A CLASSROOM TOPIC FEEL NEW AND
EXCITING

5. THEY TEACH YOUR CHILD NEW SKILLS

Without parents making a financial contribution, trips, visits
and wider experiences cannot go ahead. The school
already subsidises trips to reduce costs to a maximum of
£25. It is with deep regret that if trips are not supported fi-
nancially they will be have to be cancelled and money
refunded to parents.
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PARENT FINES FOR MISSING SCHOOL:
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The fine for school absences across the country is £80 (per parent/
child) if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days.

The local council can also decide to prosecute. If you're prosecuted and
attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could
get a fine of up to £2,500.

What happens if my child misses school without a good reason?

If your child is absent and you haven’t received advance permission
from the headteacher to take your child out of school, the school and
local council may take action.

Before that, your child’s school and your local council are expected to
support you to improve the child’s attendance before any measures are
put in place.

These measures can include:

« Issue a fixed penalty notice, otherwise known as a ‘fine’ — \Walsall
Council can give each parent a fine. If you do not pay the fine after
28 days you may be prosecuted for your child’s absence from
school.

« Seek an Education Supervision Order from the family court — if
the council thinks you need support getting your child to go to school
but you’re not co-operating, they can apply to a court for an
Education Supervision Order. A supervisor will be appointed to help
you get your child into education. The local council can do this
instead of, or as well as, prosecuting you.

Prosecute you — this means you have to go to court. You could get a
fine, a community order or a jail sentence up to three months. The court
could also give you a Parenting Order.

Please continue to support the school in securing good attendance.



Term Dates

2025/26 academic year

Autumn term 2025

« Term starts: Monday 1 September 2025

« Half term holiday: Monday 27 October 2025 to Friday 31 October
2025

Term ends: Friday 19 December 2025

Spring term 2026

« Term starts: Monday 5 January 2026

« Half term holiday: Monday 16 February 2026 to Friday 20 February
2026

Term ends: Friday 27 March 2026

Summer term 2026

o Term starts: Monday 13 April 2026
« Half term holiday: Monday 25 May 2026 to Friday 29 May 2026

Term ends: Monday 20 July 2026
Non-Pupil Days

INSET 4 Wednesday 24th June 2026

INSET 5 Monday 20th July 2026




NSPCC
HELPLINE

0808 800 5000
help@nspcc.org.uk)

/.

If you have any concerns about a child, trust your instincts
and contact the NSPCC Helpline. Our specialist team
will listen, advise and take any action needed.

An estimated 1 in 20 children have experienced sexual
abuse. And child sexual abuse is under-reported by adults. It's
time for that to change.

It's never too soon to talk to us. And what you share could make
a life-changing difference to a child.

You can contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800
5000, emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report
abuse online form.

Due to an increase in demand across our service, our voice
Helpline is currently available 11am-5pm Monday to Friday. You
can still email help@NSPCC.org.uk or complete our report
abuse online form at any time for free. You don'’t have to say
who you are.

If you think a child is in immediate danger, please call the
police on 999 straight away.



tel:0808%20800%205000
tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
tel:999
tel:999

