School Newsletter
Friday 16th January 2026

‘You must love one another as | have loved you.’ John 13 v 34.

Working together with love we will provide a happy and nurturing environment where all will, ‘learn to love and
love to learn’, making outstanding progress through an enriched and  creative curriculum. Through our strong
Christian ethos we will celebrate and embrace the richness of our community.

Learn to Love - Love to Learn

Homework /Home Learning

Homework helps children to develop the skills and attitudes they will need for successful
lifelong learning. Homework also supports the development of independent learning
skills and provides parents and carers with an opportunity to take part in their children’s
education. Research over several years has shown that homework can make an
important contribution to the progress which pupils make in school. Government
research has shown that there are enormous advantages in children spending periods of
time (initially quite short) on different learning activities devised to support the work they

are doing in school. In order to provide digital homework, Governors have provided a

range of online learning resources accessible on the school’s VLE including:

Google Classroom
TT Rock Stars

IXL Learning-
Purple Mash

Maths Watch
Oxford Reading Buddy-
Read, Write, Inc videos weekly
Governors have also invested in quality physical ‘Home Learning Resources’
available to all children including:
e White Rose Maths Journals
e Phonics and Reading Material

For further guidance, please visit:

If you have any issue accessing Home Learning resources, please contact the School
Office.



file:///D:/_2019%20Perspective%20SEF/_PIB%202024/NTP/IXL/IXL-Parent-Handout.pdf
https://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/primary/oxford-reading-buddy/ORB_Guide4Parents.pdf
https://www.st-giles.walsall.sch.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=98&action=saved
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Curriculum Meeting
Monday 19th January
5.00pm-6.00pm

Wednesday 21st January (3S Mrs Hatfield/
Mrs Treadwell Only)

5.00pm-6.00pm.

Parents are invited to join us in school to
find out what children will be studying this
term. Important information in relation to
supporting your child’s learning in the home
will also be shared. Please do come along.
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Year 4 were excited to be working with Jack
Sankson (Graffiti Artist) and Transport for
West Midlands today. Jack and the children
will be exploring ideas for artwork for the new

station to greet passengers... Willenhall -
Welcoming- Connected-Thriving - Flourishing.
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" Toileting Training
. Workshop

Thursday 29th January | 1.30pm

St Giles’ CE Primary School

“Every child is different - they learn to walk and talk at different times,
and to be clean and dry at different times.
You know your child best, so don’t feel that you have to start potty
training just because other people are!” /

S

— Eric’s Guide to Potty Training .
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Free Virtual Workshop for Parents & Carers of Children aged 4-19 years

Toileting | Common
Patterns | Challenges

Plus Additional Health Resources: N

m Health for Kids:
3

w ~ www.healthforkids.co.uk ’,"
&

5 Health for Teens: ““1 e
e www. healthforteens.co.uk e L ) &
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School Nursing Service:
www.walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk /our-services/
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After-School Sports Clubs

Monday Year 1 + 2 Football CLUB FULL - No Spaces
available

Tuesday Year 5 Only Football 4 Spaces Available
Wednesday Year 4 + 5 Football 3 Spaces Available
Thursday Year 2 + 3 Football 3 Spaces Available

Yrs 5 + 6 Netball (with Miss Rochelle) CLUB FULL - No
Spaces available

Friday Years 5 + 6 Football 8 Spaces Available

Mrs Dheensa’s Dance Clubs
Tuesday Year 3 + 4 Dance Club 2 Spaces Available

Wednesday Year 1 + 2 Dance Club (Group 1) 4 Spaces
Available

Thursday Year 1 + 2 Dance Club (Group 2) 5 Spaces Availa-
ble

Friday Year 5 + 6 Dance Club 6 Spaces Available
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Online Safety Newsletter

Instagram Teen
Accounts - update

You must be over 13 years of age to
set up an account. Instagram is used
to post photos and videos as well as
send direct messages, make
voice/video calls, and send
disappearing messages.

Teen accounts are automatically set
up for users aged 13 = 17. Instagram
have announced that teens will now
see content similar to content that
they would s2e in a PG-13 movie.

Instagram have also updated their
policies around content to include
“hiding or not recommending posts
with strong language, certain risky
stunts, and additional content that
could encourage potentially harrmful
behaviors™

Finally, for parents who would like to
apply more stringent settings,
Instagram are also introducing a new,
stricter setting called ‘Limited
Content.” This setting will mean your
child is not able to see, leave, or
receive comments under posts as
well.

You can read about the updates here:
15 fabout. instagram.comy/blog/an

Playing games online

Does your child play games online? We have
outlined some risks that you should consider:

Chatting to strangers [ risk of inappropriate

language

Some games will allow communication via text

chat, direct messages or chatting. Some games

do offer the ability to switch communication off and/or the option to
restrict bad language, so make sure settings appropriate to your child are
applied. If your child is playing online with strangers, then you need to be
aware that there is a risk of grooming. Some games do allow you to restrict
communication to “friends only,” however you would need to monitor that
their online friends are real life friends. It can be difficult to moderate
online chat so ensure your child knows how to block and report other
players,

Cyberbullying

It can be very easy online for children to behave in a way that they would
not if they were face to face. Talk to your child about how they speak to
others online and encourage them to talk to people online with respect.
Other forms of cyberbullying whilst playing games could be excluding
others, criticising the ability of other players and ganging up on others.

In app purchases

hany games include the option to purchase additional items/ subscriptions
50 ensure you do not have payment cards saved or set up restrictions, a
password to approve purchases.

What can | do?

® Set up parental controls - as well as setting up appropriate parental
controls through the game’s settings, ensure you have set them up on the
console/device your child is playing on.

® Check age ratings - before buying the game, check that your child is
old enough to play it. All games will either have a PEGI rating or be rated by
the App StorefGoogle Play.

® Chat to your child regularly about the risks above so that they are
aware of what can happen online and remind them to always talk to you or
a trusted adult if they have any concerns

Further information

CEOP provides further guidance and support regarding this topic:
hittps:/ fanvww.ce ucation.co.u rents/articles/ gamin




Snapchat Family Smart Start

Snapchat is a popular social media app used for
messaging and sharing photos and videos. You
must be 13+ to sign up. Users can send messages 1
(snaps) to others that are anly seen for a set time, arg L on NoWw 1o 52 up their
and users can also upload snaps to stories, which ey T e Ty e r il
d|gamaraﬂ:er 24 hosuirs. about _IE_Ir.-EI| safety and a template
family agreement. Find out more hare:
Key Concerns
There are potential risks such as:
& the risk of wour child viewing content that

is not appropriate for their age.

hxcation sharing (via Snap Map).

cyberbiulhying.

contact from strangers.

excessive soreen time — children may have

a fear of missing aut (FOMO) as well a5 pressure to maintain

“streaks”.

“disappearing” messages can lead to more risky behaviour and a

“false sense of security.” These messages could be soreenshot ar

another device used to take a photo, 5o they're not actually
deleted as the cender believes. The image could then be shared.

* inapp purchasas,

Parental Controls / Safety settings
Snapchat's Family Centre is a set of parental controls and includes tools
such as allowing you to:

& see whoyour child is friends with.

& see who your child has sent messages (not the contents of
comversations though), photos or videaos to in the last week.

wiew a list of group members for groups that your child has been
active in.

restrict content to limit aocess.

report any accounts that you are concermed about.

Yiou can learn more about Family Centre here:
https://parents.snapchat.com/parental-controls flang=en-GE

If wour child is using Snapchat, then make sure the approgriate privacy

settings are set up, induding who can see their location and who can

contact them. Also ensure your child knows how to block and report ather

users if necassany:

https://help snapchat.com,/hefen-gbfarticles 7012343074 580-How-do-I-
MBE-my-pii i ri-

More information
For mare detailed advice and information:

= hitpef/parentzone org.uk/article/snapchat
*  hitps//parents.snapchat.com/safeguards for-teens O sl e s il
in a different language? You can use the
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UNICEF RIGHTS
RESPECTING

SCHOOLS

CLASS
CHARTER

CLASS CHARTER
PRESENTATIONS

unicef @




UNICEF Class Charter Presentations In
Church

Parents and Carers Welcome.
8.30am- Coffee/Tea 9.00am Start
2S + 2G - Friday 16th January 2026

1G—Friday 23rd January 2026

1S— Friday 30th January 2026

Reception—Nursery am Friday 6th February
2026

*Nursery pm 2.30pm (School Dining Hall)

WE ARE A UNICEF GOLD
RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL

Children’s rights are learned, understood
and lived in this school.
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PARENT FINES FOR MISSING SCHOOL:
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The fine for school absences across the country is £80 (per parent/
child) if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days.

The local council can also decide to prosecute. If you're prosecuted and
attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could
get a fine of up to £2,500.

What happens if my child misses school without a good reason?

If your child is absent and you haven’t received advance permission
from the headteacher to take your child out of school, the school and
local council may take action.

Before that, your child’s school and your local council are expected to
support you to improve the child’s attendance before any measures are
put in place.

These measures can include:

« Issue a fixed penalty notice, otherwise known as a ‘fine’ — \Walsall
Council can give each parent a fine. If you do not pay the fine after
28 days you may be prosecuted for your child’s absence from
school.

« Seek an Education Supervision Order from the family court — if
the council thinks you need support getting your child to go to school
but you’re not co-operating, they can apply to a court for an
Education Supervision Order. A supervisor will be appointed to help
you get your child into education. The local council can do this
instead of, or as well as, prosecuting you.

Prosecute you — this means you have to go to court. You could get a
fine, a community order or a jail sentence up to three months. The court
could also give you a Parenting Order.

Please continue to support the school in securing good attendance.



Internet safety risks for school-age children

There are 4 main kinds of internet safety risks for children.

Content Risks

llegal, inappropriate, harmiul, e.g. Fake news, deep fake Images, racism,
misogyny, seif-harm, extremism, pornography.

Contact Risks

Bullying, grooming, sexual harassment, exploitation, influencing, ‘end-to-end

encryption.

Conduct Risks

Acting in ways that might hurt others or being victims of this behaviour—privacy, digital footprint,
health and wellbeing, nudes and semi-nudes, copyright and live streaming.

Contract Risks

Contracts, membership agreements, or terms and conditions that they aren't aware of or don't
understand. Online gambling, advertising, phishing scams, financial scams and micro-transactions.




Term Dates

2025/26 academic year

Autumn term 2025

« Term starts: Monday 1 September 2025

« Half term holiday: Monday 27 October 2025 to Friday 31 October
2025

Term ends: Friday 19 December 2025

Spring term 2026

« Term starts: Monday 5 January 2026

« Half term holiday: Monday 16 February 2026 to Friday 20 February
2026

Term ends: Friday 27 March 2026

Summer term 2026

o Term starts: Monday 13 April 2026
« Half term holiday: Monday 25 May 2026 to Friday 29 May 2026

Term ends: Monday 20 July 2026
Non-Pupil Days

INSET 1 Monday 1st September 2025
INSET 2 Wednesday 1st October 2025

INSET 3 Wednesday 28th January 2026
INSET 4 Wednesday 24th June 2026

INSET 5 Monday 20th July 2026




NSPCC
HELPLINE

0808 800 5000
help@nspcc.org.uk)

/.

If you have any concerns about a child, trust your instincts
and contact the NSPCC Helpline. Our specialist team
will listen, advise and take any action needed.

An estimated 1 in 20 children have experienced sexual
abuse. And child sexual abuse is under-reported by adults. It's
time for that to change.

It's never too soon to talk to us. And what you share could make
a life-changing difference to a child.

You can contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 800
5000, emailing help@NSPCC.org.uk or completing our report
abuse online form.

Due to an increase in demand across our service, our voice
Helpline is currently available 11am-5pm Monday to Friday. You
can still email help@NSPCC.org.uk or complete our report
abuse online form at any time for free. You don'’t have to say
who you are.

If you think a child is in immediate danger, please call the
police on 999 straight away.



tel:0808%20800%205000
tel:0808%20800%205000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/
tel:999
tel:999

