
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Giles CE Primary School 

SEND Celebration Newsletter 
Spring Term 2023                

 The St Giles SEND team:  

Let us introduce you to the  

St Giles C.E. SEND team…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any queries or concerns or would 

like to discuss anything in relation to your 

child, please do not hesitate to contact us via  

01902 368308.Being autistic does not 

mean you have an illness or disease.  

It means your brain works in a 

different way from other people. 

Autism is not a medical condition 

with treatments or a "cure".  Autism 

is a processing difference that can 

have an impact on many areas of a 

person’s life. 

Autistic people will experience 

differences in three key areas: 

1. Social Understanding and 

Communication,  

2. Sensory Processing and 

 

 

Article 2, Article 12,  

Article 17, Article 23 

 

What’s New! 

Welcome to our Spring Term SEND Celebration Newsletter! 

In this edition, we will be focusing upon some of the 

bespoke interventions that take place in school and also 

signposting you to where you can find more information 

on all things SEND.  

 

The LA has lots of support. Please find the link below:- 

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/send-

local-offer  

The website provides quick links to the following support. 

 

 Whilst it provides a range of important information it does 

also offer a directory of services available in the Walsall 

borough, a link to Walsall’s SEND Newsletter and a section 

on family support. We would recommend accesing the 

website to see what information and additional services 

are available!  

 

  

 

 

 
 
Walsall SENDIAS are hosting a SEND Fair on Thursday 
16th February, 5pm-7pm at Manor Farm Community 
Centre. 
  
Various services and organisations will be there so parents 
and young people can get advice and information, along 
with finding out more about local support and activities. 
The SENDIAS team will also be available to provide free 
and impartial, information, advice and support. 
  
  
Here is the link to register for free tickets: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/walsall-sendias-send-
fair-tickets-506434819177 

 

 

Mrs Mavi 
SENCo & Inclusion 

Strategic Lead 
 

 

Ms Morris 
Key Stage 2 SEND Lead 
(Wednesday/Thursday) 

 
 

 

Miss Evans 
EYFS & Key Stage 1 SEND 

Lead 
(Monday/Tuesday/Friday) 

 

 



 A Spotlight on…Intervention 

At St Giles we offer a range of tutoring interventions to children covering key areas to those children who 

may need extra support, or in some cases whole year groups may access tutoring in order to further their 

progress. Below, you will find listed just some of the interventions that we offer here at St Giles! 

Third Space Learning 
Third Space Learning is a DfE approved Maths tutoring programme which supports pupils who will benefit 
from additional support in Maths. Pupils have a weekly timeslot of one hour where they meet with a tutor 
online to receive bespoke maths tutoring tailored towards their needs. When beginning the programme, 
pupils undertake a diagnostic assessment to identify their individual learning gaps and misconceptions. 
This assessment is then used to inform subsequent tutoring sessions. Each week, pupils then log in to a 
secure interactive classroom for a fully personalised lesson with their tutor. They have the same tutor 
each week and communicate with them via their headset and a shared screen. After each session, 
teachers receive a detailed report for each pupil showing topics covered, skills practiced and progress 
made and these reports can help inform planning for pupils emerging needs.  

Oxford Reading Buddy 
Oxford Reading Buddy (ORB) is a new programme that we have started to use here at St Giles. ORB is an 
online service that helps children with their reading. It contains hundreds of Oxford books and book-
quizzes all matched to the the children’s individual reading level.  
 
The benefits of Oxford Reading Buddy:  
-It will give your child access to a whole library of online books so they can practise their reading.  
-It provides them with a ‘buddy’ to help them understand what they are reading. 
-It enables your child to check how they are doing and to make sure that they have books at a suitable 
level.  
-It reports back to Class Teachers so they are aware of pupil’s emerging needs and where they may need 
more support.  
-It motivates children to practise their reading by giving them badges for reading well!  

Remember, Oxford Reading Buddy is compatiable with smartphones, computers and tablets and all 
pupil’s have their login in their Reading Diary!  

Fisher Family Trust – Lightning Squad 
FFT Tutoring with the Lightning Squad is a reading tutoring programme where pupils work in small groups 
with a tutor to improve their reading skills. The tutoring is a blended approach with face-to-face tutoring 
supported by an online tutoring platform. The tutoring activities are designed and structured to improve 
reading skills, fluency, comprehension, spelling and phonics. Pupils work through 82 specially written, 
engaging and illustrated stories. Research has demonstrated that pupils using Tutoring with the Lightning 
Squad make learning gains of between 3 and 5 months in reading attainment. 

Nessy  
Nessy Reading and Spelling is an effective online resource that covers 5 years of literacy development 
from Year 1 to Year 6. It can be used in school and at home using the child’s unique log-in. Initially 
developed with Dyslexia in mind, it can support any child in their literacy journey through its range of fun 
teaching videos and games. 

How Nessy Works: 

Assessment: Students begin by taking the Nessy Challenge to establish their baseline reading and spelling 

skills. The program then automatically assigns personalised reading and spelling target lessons. 

Reporting: Reporting allows parents and teachers to identify areas of instruction, and monitor their child’s 
progress. 

Individualised Approach:  Children work independently through a series of lessons with videos, games and 
worksheets. 

Rewards: Children collect Nessy nuggets as a reward for their effort. They can trade their nuggets for 
games and virtual trophies. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next round of APDR’s will be distributed in March. 

Please get in touch if there is anything you wish to discuss 

around your child’s targets. 

 

 

 

This term in school pupils have been 

 focusing upon some previously learnt 

 Makaton signs and symbols. Children 

 have looked at how to sign a range of 

 emotions to express how they are  

feeling to others. Take a look at some  

of the ways that you are able to sign  

key emotions. Can you learn these signs 

 and symbols with your child? You may  

even like to use one each morning  

to explain how you are feeling! 

 

 

 

This term’s spotlight Makaton Symbols… 

WOW Pupil Achievements Gallery: 

Well done to all of our pupils who receive additional tutoring through the inteventions listed above. Staff who 

faciliate these interventions always comment on what an asset the pupils are to our school! They demonstrate a 

willingless to learn and excellent behaviour for learning. Well done!  

 

 

Communication and Interaction 

Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs have difficulty in communicating 
with others and this difficulty is identified as Communication and Interaction. This may be because they have 
difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they may not understand or use 
social rules of communication.  
Language difficulties can take many different forms: some pupils have difficulties understanding what they've 
heard, while others find it hard to construct sentences or retrieve the appropriate vocabulary item. Some pupils 
find it hard to use their language skills to communicate with others - their grammar and vocabulary may be fine, 
but they struggle to interact with others. Older pupils may struggle with creative thinking skills like prediction and 
inference.  
Children with social communication needs find it difficult to communicate with others for a range of reasons. They 
may have difficulties taking part in a conversation, taking turns in a conversation, staying on topic, taking the 
listener’s needs in to account, reading non-verbal cues etc. They may also have difficulty understanding what the 
speaker is saying to them or have other speech and language difficulties. Some pupils may experience a mild 
difficulty that can be managed through high quality teaching, while others with more significant difficulties may 
require group and/or 1:1 intervention with advice recommended by a speech and language therapist. 

 

 

 

 

 of SEND Terms: 



 



 


